
Draft Summary of Workshop Outcomes

A.  Progress and lessons learned in legal reform

1. Legal frameworks have expanded opportunities for civil society

2. There are always threats to the health and growth of CS by restrictive or constraining legislation.  (Examples: Russia, Belarus)

3. Every context is unique   

4. Good regulatory practices should be considered as potential solutions 

· Several examples of donors /governments/CSOs improving legal framework in the region: No one model exists. 

· European norms (European Convention, CoE principles)

5. Process is important in designing and implementing legal framework 
· Local ownership in process

· Multistakeholder cooperation is key for long-term success, including the government, CSOs and business sector.  (Example: Croatia’s Strategy for Cooperation with NGOs

· Participatory, inclusive process)

· Importance of international support in certain circumstances

· Issue of timing - process takes time, donors need to be flexible

6. Experience suggests that sequencing in developing legal frameworks
· I.  basic legal framework

· II. Public benefit and fiscal privileges

· III. relationship with stakeholders and society

· IV self regulation

7. Implementation and monitoring of law is extremely important to generate impact
8. Need to invest in capacity to promote legal reform at the local level (government and CSOs)

B.  Remaining Challenges

1. The right of Freedom of Association cannot be taken for granted. Some governments are erecting legislative barriers to speech, advocacy and resources.

2. There is a lack of legislation in some countries in certain key areas (Foundations, Fundraising/Financing). Addressing any challenges must take into consideration political context, level of transition, why legislation is needed, political will and local capacity for implementing the legislation

3. Civil society has limited capacity to engage in evaluating/participating/scrutinizing/engaging expert evaluation new legislation or modifying old legislation

4. Creating a legal framework that supports civil society’s aims is threatened by the “hurry up” culture and a lack of procedures on consultation. 

5. Financial sustainability is an important consideration of many CSOs.  While legal frameworks can enhance, provide incentives and opportunities for improving the financial conditions for civil society, these are not clear or well defined.

6. NGO/CSO need technical capabilities to participate in engaging and promoting legal framework in complex area such as health. 

C. Areas of future donor engagement or possible entry points

1.
Increased focus on public participation in the transition programs. Donors used to work with multiple stakeholders in the development of the legislative framework. This could be done through support for networks, umbrella organizations and various coalitions. 

2.
Build local capacity to implement and monitor new legislation.

3.
Given the concerns about financial sustainability, help governments and CSOs improve fiscal framework (eg. tax incentives, economic generation activities, public benefit status).

4.
Improve access of civil society to public funding by developing codes of good practices of public funding to NGOs.

5.
Improve organizational and financial skills of local partners - capacity building - is the best way to ensure enabling legal framework for civil society
6.
Due to their need for institutional stability, longer-term support for think tanks and advocacy organizations is critical for CSO legal and policy development.

D. How can donors engage further in this area?

1.
Provide material and moral support to local partners active in policy development and the legal framework including analytical work and promoting regional information-sharing.
2.
 Donors should consider the importance of sequencing, looking at comparative best practices as well the local environment.

3.
Donors should recognize the risk of backsliding in CSO legal framework and help local organizations develop responsive strategies to address them.

4.
Encourage governments to prioritize the importance of providing an enabling legal environment for CSOs as a necessity for participatory democracy.

5.
Plan exit strategy in cooperation with CSOs ensuring sustainability.


